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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CE 

SUB J : SRI LANKA REACTION TO ME WAR 

1. PM BANDARANAIKE MADE OFFICIAL COMMENT ON MID-EAST WAR IN 
BRIEF STATEMENT ISSUED OCT 10. SHE NOTED GSL "GRAVELY CONCERNED 

AT RESUMPTION OF FIGHTING" AND PLACED FULL BLAME FOR WAR ON ISRAELI 
ACTIONS SINCE 1967. STATEMENT STRONGLY IMPLIED ARAB INITIA- 
TIVE IN CURRENT STRUGGLE AND EXPRESSED GSL UNDERSTANDING OF 
REASONS WHICH LED ARAB STATES "TO ADOPT THE COURSE THEY HAVE 
DONE." PM EXPRESSED "SYMPATHY AND SOLIDARITY" WITH ARABS 
AND REITERATED LONGSTANDING CALL ON ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW 
FROM TERRITORY SEIZED IN 1967. 

2. CAREFULLY WORDED STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER ALMOST WEEK OF 
FIGHTING APPEARS LITTLE MORE THAN GETTING SRI LANKA ON RECORD 
OF SUPPORT FOR ARABLS, BUT WITHOUT COMMITTING ITSELF TO 

ANY PARTICULAR COURSE OF ACTION OR OUTCOME. INDEED MRS. 

B'S COMMENT IS SIGNIFICANT FOR WHAT WAS NOT SAID: NO APPEAL 
FOR UN ACTION, NO REFERENCE TO PALESTINIANS, NO JUDGMENT 
ABOUT OUTCOME OF WAR, NO ALLEGATION OF "IMPERIALIST" BACK- 
ING FOR ISRAEL, AND CAREFUL LIMITATION WORDS OF SUPPORT ONLY 
FOR ARAB POST-1967 CLAIMS. PUBLIC, PRESS, AND POLITICAL 
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VIDUAL MP'S HAVE SPOKEN IN BEHALF OF ARABS. CABINET MINISTERS 
HAVE BEEN SILENT. MUSLIM GROUPS AND SCATTERED TRADE UNIONISTS 
HAVE REPRESENTED SOLE PRO- ARAB VOICES HEARD SO FAR. 

VAN HOT JEN 
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